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That very afternoon 'Abd-Allah sent for me, and with abun-
dance of encomiums and of promises, declared that he could
not think of letting Ri'ad lose so valuable a physician, that I
must accordingly take up a permanent abode in the capital,
where I might rely on his patronage, and on all good things;
that he had already resolved on giving me a house and a garden,
specifying them, with a suitable household, and a fair face to
keep me company; he concluded by inviting me to go with-
out delay and see whether the new abode fitted me, and take
possession.

Much and long did I fight off; talked about a winter visit to
the coast, and coming back in the spring; tried first one pretext
and then another; but none would avail, and 'Abd-Allah con-
tinued to insist. To quiet him, I consented to go and see the
house. For the intended Calypso, I had ready an argument
derived from Mahometan law, which put her out of the question,
but its explanation would require more space than these pages
can afford. Suffice that it was peremptory, and the "pro-
posal " came to a premature end, However, the offered house
and income remained behind. On these points 'Abd-Allah
hoped to meet with a less efficacious resistance, and indeed
I doubt if any legislation in the world can supply a valid
pretext for declining a good salary. So he told one of his
attendants to show me over the premises, and I for my part
promised him a categoric answer next morning.

The house was really good, well situated, with a small garden
adjoining, nor could any reasonable demur be made on its
score. A real vagrant Arab physician would, in vulgar phrase,
have snapped at the offer. But in the question was really " to
be or not to be," and difficulties when they cannot be turned,
must be faced.

On our ensuing meeting I told 'Abd-Allah that we were fully
sensible of the honour done us, but that we had previously
made all our engagements for going on to JJasa, that we could
no longer break them, that a return to Ri'ad in the following
spring might suffice, and that since 'Abd-Allah himself was to
head in person the expedition against 'Oneyzah, we might well
await his return before taking up our settled residence in
the capital, where difficulties might possibly occur during his
absence; in short, that we could not pass the winter in Nejecl,